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Mesopotamia

Mesopotamia is a2 Greek word that
means “between two rfvers.” The two rivers
referred to are the Tigris and Euphrates
Rivers. The Tigris and Euphrates Rivers
begin in what is new Turkey, flow south-
east, converge in the southeast in what is
now lrag, and empty into the Persian Gulf.
The hot, dry climate of Mesopotamia was
mixed with seasonal flooding, which made
farming a challenge. Farmers in ancient
Mesopotamia leamed to deal with these
oroblems by building levees to cantrol the
floods and developing imigation systems in order to preduce wheat, barley, sesame, and flax. They
were also able to produce many different kinds of Fuits and vegetables.

People talk about Mesopotamia as i it were a single civilization or cutture, Actually,
Mesopotamia was an area, not a civilization. It was composed of several independent city-states,
each with its own religion, laws, language, and government. Many civilizations have existed in
Mesopotamia, some of them at the same time. While one culture may have daminated a certain
period, other cuitures may have existed and wera seeking to become independent. Some of the
cultures that have existed in this area are Sumeria, Assyria, Babylon, and frag.

Z] MESOPOTAMIA

THE SuMerIANS AND THE AKKADIANS

The first group of people to inhabit Mesopotamia were the Sumerians. They otiginally ived
in the mountains, but moved to the Plain of Shinar near the Persian Gulf to take advantage of the
fartite soil. First, they drained the marshes and then controlled the Tigris and Euphrates Rivers by
building levees and irigation canals. As 4 result, the Sumerians had a stable foad supply, and not
everyone was needed to farm, hunt, or fish. Some Sumerians became tradesmen, merchants,
soldiers, priests, government officials, and
artisans, Their country was called Sumer. SumentaN CIVILIZATION AT A GLANCE

The Sumertans are given credit for Where: In the Middle East, between the Tigris and
many inventions. One of the most impaor- Euphrates Rivers
tant was the invention of a written lan- | wyen: 3500 B.C.-2000 B.C.
guage. Writing was invented so the
Sumerians could keep records. Theirwrit-
ing was, of course, very simple. It was
composed of pictures called pictographs.
Scribes, who were professional writers,
drew the pictures on clay tablets using a
wedge-shapedinstryment, orstylus. Qver circle into 360 parts
a peried of fime, the writing became more * Develeped a twelve-month calendar based an
sophisticated. The pictures ware replaced lunar cycles

. " . " - Usad the wheal and made vehicles
with shapes and fines. This type of writing . H:<m_.._ﬁmM the plow and the sailboat

ACHIEVEMENTS:
- The world’s first civilization where pecpie lived
together in a city-stats
= Invented 3 written language
+ Developed science and mathematics to a high
degree: were able (o divide the year and the

T Mark Twain Media, inc,. Publishers 3 J
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Babylonian Civilization Quiz

Fitl in the following sentences with the appropriate word or wards.

1. The priests used their knowledge of planets and the stars as partoftheir _ =

2. King Hammurabi had a eode of laws that are known as the

3. is the study of the universe.

4. is the belief that the positions and movement of the planets and star
can affect or predict life on Earth.

5. About 1,000 years after the death of Hammurahi, . came
power.

8. The most impressive gate in the Wall of Babylon was the

7. Ishtar was a .

8. The Hanging Garders of Bahylon were built to please Nebuchadnezzar's wife ______ |

9. The Hanging Gardens is considered one of the

10. Babylon was invaded by the ,and Babylon became partof their empire

11. Babylon was kocated by the River.

12. Nebuchadnezzar ruled Babylon from to .

13. was king of Babylonia from 1792 B.C. to 1750 B.C.

14. The Empire cama to power after the Asgyrian Empire was destroyed.
J15. The Code of Hammurabi did not impose a fine on criminals but substituted the ancien
, punishment of “an eye for an ', and a tooth for a -

16. Babylonians were able to measure time by m».caﬁ.:m the movements of

17. The . were a Semitic tribe from Syria who conquered the Sumerians

and the Akkadians.
' 18. Mebuchadnezzar was succeeded by his in 562 B.C.
19. The Code of Hammurabiwas a litle different fram those adopted from Sumeria. t added the
slerment of to the code. .
20. Many pecple refer to the Babylonians as a later development of the
culture.
® Mark ?mm:.h.&mu. Inc.. Publishers 8
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Name:

The Fertile Crescent: Sumerian Civilization Qusix

Date:

Sumerian Civilization Quiz

Fill in the following sentences with the appropriate word or words.

1. Twa famous rivers lacated in Mesopotamia are the and
Rivers,
2. Farmers in ancient Mesopotamia leamed to deal with fldoding by developing _____
3. Ziggurats were originally built on platforms, but eventually became
4. Some of the culiures that have existed in were Sumeria,
Assyria, Babylon, and Iraq.
5. The first group of people to inhabit Mesopotamia was called
6. The name of the country of the first inhabitants of Mesopotamia was
7. Perhaps the most important Sumerian invention was a
8. Mesopotamia is a Greek word that means .
9. Sumerian writing was originally composed of pictures, called
10, were professional wtiters,
11. Scribes drew the pictures on clay tablets using a wedge-shaped instrument, or .
12. Later Sumerfan writing consisting of stiapes and lines was called
13. The Sumerians invented writing so that they could kesp
14, Atthe center of sach Sumerian city-state was a temple called a
15. Mesopotamia was composed of several independent .
16. Ziggurats were like huge with terraced sides that were flat on the top,
17. A is a wedge-shaped stone in an arch that causes the arch to lock
together.
18. The Sumerians befieved that the gods spake to them through their
19.  Sumerians leamed how ta use a keystone to make .
20. Egyptis protected by a on both sides of the Nile.
21. The priests were actually and they ruled large areas.
22. Mescpotamia did not provide any natural from invaders.
23. One of the groups that moved into Sumeria was the -
24. The Akkadians formed a country called
25, The Akkadians were a people.

- % Mark Twain Madla. Inc., Publishers 5
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The Fertile Crascent: Babylon

Babylonia

The Sumerians and Akkadians living in Mesopotamia became weaker and were conquers
by the Amorites, & Semitic tribe from Syria. One Akkadian town that develeped in approximatel
1900 B.C, was the small town of Babylan, located by the Euphrates River. Babylon grew in siz
and importance, and eventually #s ruler, King Hammurabi, conquered all of Mescootamia. Thi
kingdam came to be known as Babylonia. o

The Babylonian culture was similar to the Sumerian culture, which had existed in Mesopota
mia before the Babytonians arrived. In fact, many peopie refer to the Babylonians as just a late

‘development of the Sumerian cutture. This is why some historians credit Sumeria with som:

inventions and developments while other histerians credit the same advances to Babylonia. Thi
confusicn is easy o understand. While the two civilizations existed at different times, they ha
marty things in common. The Babylonizns adopted the religion, literature, inventions, and practice:
of the Sumerians. Scholars and priests spoke the Sumerian language, atthough most Babylonian:

did not. While Babylonia barrowed heavily from the Sumerian culture, they did make cne importan

cantribution to the world. This contribution was a cade of laws known as the Code of Hammurab:

Hammurabi was king of Babylonia from 1792 B.C.. to 1750 B.C. He was a poweriul leader wit!
strong armies. Under his leadership, Babylon expanded by conguering other kingdoms. Hameurat,
was not only an excellent military leader, he was an efficient administrator. While most ancien
leaders considered only the comfortand pleasures of themseives and other noblemen, Hamrmurak
was also concerned with the lives of alf of the people in his kingdom. He wanted everycne in hi:
kingdom to have enaugh food, adequate housing, and to be treated fairly. In order to make surnt
that everyone was treated fairly, he had his scribes draw up a cede of laws that are known as the
Code of Harmmurabi. The laws in the code wers not completely original. They were taken, for the
most part, from the written laws developed by the Sumerians. Hammurabi's cade was a Iittle
different from the laws devised by the Sumerians, however, Hammurahi's code added the alemen
of revenge. In Sumeria, most who committed a crime were fined. The Code of Hammurabi did no
impose a fine on critninals, but substituted the ancient punishment of “an eye foran eye, and a tootf
for a tooth.” in other words, if someone did something bad to a person, in many cases, the cour
would do the same thing to the wrongdoer.

Sormelawsin the cade seam very extreme and cruel. For example, if 2 son slapped his father
the son's hands would be cut off, If 2 man killed another
mar's sor, then his son would be killed, While this may Basyroman CrviLzamion
seem harsh by teday’s standards, it should be remem- AT A GLANCE
bered that before the code was written and followad, | Wwere: On the Euphrates River
punishment was often decided by priests and judges who | When: 2000-1155 B.C.
imposed punishments even more harsh. Death was a | AcHievEmenTs:
common punishment for even the most minor offanses. So * Devised a code of faws, known
the philosophy of “an eve for an eye, and a tocth for a as the Code of Harnmurabi.
tooth,"was not meant to be cruel, but to be fajr. designed to protect the weak

The Code did distinguish between classes of people. * Stdied mmﬂo__._mﬁm. as wel
A person's punishmant depended on who was wronged. N MM_ﬂ_wmeM._mcoq _“rﬁ%mmﬂ d the
For example, if a man put out the eye of anather man, his Hanging Gardens of Baylen
aye would then be put out. But if he put out the eye of a
freed man (a former slave), he would pay one goid mina.
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